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DETAILS SHOWING GRACEFULNESS OF DISTINGUISHED SCIENTISTS

NOTES OF NOBEL LAUREATE BEIJING FORUM 2007
Science and Technology Daily Reported by Jipu Teng

What makes a scientist distinguished? As a scholar, he must have had great achievements and
gained a lot of respect to become a distinguished scientist. All attendants in the Nobel Laureate
Beijing Forum 2007 are distinguished scientists; they are showing gracefulness in all the details of
their daily lives.

Gabor Somorjai: Breaking Ice by Humor

“Who can ask a question? | will treat him to beer!” This was how Professor Gaber Somorjai
encouraged the audience to ask questions. He is the winner of both National Science Medal of the
USA and Langmuir Prize from the American Physical Society.

At the Energy and Environment Forum in September 12", Somorjai delivered a speech named
“Surface Science and Surface Technology: Favorite Media of Energy Conversion and Processes for
a Clean Environment”. Because the contents were profound, it was not easy for the audience to
understand. After the speech, Professor Somorjai set aside a time for questions, but the listeners
were too “shy” to lift their hands. Knowing this situation, Professor Somorjai said: “I do not come
to China often, so | am wondering what you want to know. Who can ask a question? | will treat him
to beer!” The audience burst to a big laughter. Somorjai’s smartness and humor broke the ice. Then
the listeners asked questions one after another.

Richard Zare: Bicycle to Work
“How do you go to work, by bus or by car?”

“By bicycle!” Richard Zare mimicked riding a bicycle in stagger while answering the question,
which gained laughter and applause from the entire audience.

Professor Zare from Stanford University in the US is one of the first successful scientists in
utilizing laser to investigate chemical reactions. In recent years he achieved great success in
ultra-micro analytical chemistry. His research helps analytical chemistry become precise science.

The title of Zare’s speech was “My Thoughts on Global Warming”. He is practicing
environment-friendly and healthy behaviors in his daily life.

“When my wife and | first came to Beijing in 1987, we found that bicycles were everywhere.
Now there are automobiles everywhere, which is a big change.” Zare complimented Beijing’s
change with a reminder, “It is not good to have a single person drive a big car, and it is even worse
to think a car as a symbol of social status.”

“When | was a child, I did not have such a strong mind on protecting the nature. But now it
should not be like that. We really can do something to protect the environment.” Zare’s kind-hearted
conclusion meant a lot to us.



Lu Yu: Slide Scroller

Lu Yu, Member of the Third World Academy of Science, Member of Chinese Academy of
Science (CAS), Research Scientist of the Institute of Theoretical Physics of CAS, is a slender and
energetic elder distinguished scientist. In every aspect, he was showing typical Chinese scientists’
humbleness.

As the moderator for Walter Kohn’s speech, Lu Yu was in a plain formal dress and quietly
sitting in the audience before the speech started. When introducing the speaker, he began with very
humble words, “Good afternoon. My name is Lu Yu and | am working in the Institute of Theoretical
Physics of CAS. My projects are not related to the topic of this forum. I was appointed the
moderator because the speaker and | have been friends for many years.” Right after the brief
introduction, Yu Lu went back to the audience.

Because of his age, Walter Kohn could not turn slides without wearing glasses. After realizing
this fact, Lu Yu came to the podium to turn slides for his old friend. He was standing respectfully
while working with carefulness. In the twenty minutes of Kohn’s speech, Lu Yu always turned
slides on time. When Kohn completed his speech, Yu Lu led the audience break into a warm
applause.



