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DO BEST FOR ENERGY SAVING: THE WOLF PRIZE
LAUREATE WALKS TO WORK

[SCIENCENET Reported by Jiao He] “Do you go to office by bike or bus, or by hybrid car?” the
reporter from SCIENCENET was the first to ask Professor Richard Zare, the 2005 Wolf Prize
Laureate, during the 2007 Nobel Prize in Beijing on September 11.

Professor Zare laughs: “l walk to my office!” Thunderous applause bursts in the conference
room on the 3" floor of the People’s Great Hall.

In the talk that he just delivered, Professor Zare told his unique point of view on the trend of
global warming and energy-saving emission. His conclusion is that human being has already has the
knowledge for energy-saving emission, but whether we are able to change this knowledge into
economy and life is still unknown, and needs the cooperation of all the nations to share the
responsibility.

Prof. Zare is a top analytical chemist in the world, who is currently the Chair of Department of
Chemistry at Stanford University, a member of the National Academy of Science of the USA, a
member of the UK Royal Society of Science and a foreign member of Chinese Academy of Science.
Professor Zare has been awarded numerous honors, including the Wolf Prize in Chemistry in 2005.

The Wolf Prize is one of the most prestigious international awards for multiple scientific fields.
It was established by the Israeli Congress in 1976 with the first award given in 1978. Its purpose is
to promote the development of science and arts around the globe for the welfare of the human being.
It has six categories: mathematics, physics, chemistry, medicine, agriculture and art. Chinese
scientists Jianxiong Wu, Xingshen Chen and Longping Yuan also earned this award.

In the following interview, Professor Zare “confessed” to the reporter that he and his wife
Susan drive their hybrid car Prius when really needed. The so-called hybrid car means the car is
equipped with gas tank and chargeable batteries as well. Prius is a relatively successful and famous
worldwide hybrid car produced by Toyota in Japan.

Indeed, Prof. Zare has a high expectation on hybrid cars. He even goes further to envisage that,
in near future, people can charge their hybrids by just plugging in before they go to bed, just as they
do for mobile phones. Prof. Zare thinks that the hybrid car can greatly reduce the air pollution in
cities and improve citizens’ life quality. The reason is that power plants can be built in places far
away from cities. Furthermore, because energy consumption is concentrated in certain locations, it
is more convenient to deal with the green house gases released. This way of treatment is easier and
more practical than dealing with exhaust from each running car.

While being asked for the impression about Beijing’s air quality, Professor Zare said: very bad.
He pointed outside of the window: you can see by yourself. It is foggy with very low visibility in air.
The sky is grey and dull and the sun is not shown. But he continues immediately: although it is very
bad now, you may not believe that it is already much better than 1987 when I first visited China. At
that time, family coal stoves were still popular in the city and the air smelled burning coal.



Next, Professor Zare highly praised the determination of Beijing government on energy saving.
He said that this conference supported by Beijing government showed that the Chinese senior
officials have already deeply realized the importance of protecting the environment. He mentioned
that it was not only China but other fast-developing countries also had serious environmental
pollutions. In fact, during the industrial revolution in the UK and the fast developing period in the
US, the pollutions were also very serious. At that time, people only cared about what products they
made and how much they sold, but rarely paid attention to the influence on the environment. He
emphasized that China must not follow the same route of developed countries, i.e. causing pollution
first and then trying to make up. He said, fortunately, the Chinese government had already been
noticing and recognizing this problem, which is a great thing for both the Chinese people and the
rest of the world. “Because problems can only be solved after they are recognized. In places where
problems are refused to be recognized, there’s no way to solve problems.” Professor Zare said, “For
this, I need to thank Beijing.”



